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1, The Soviet Armed Ferces Field Manual 1948 (Polevey Ustav
Veoruzhennykh Sil 1948 goda, sbbreviated PU=48) is published im two
volumes: volume I deals with tactics ef batteliens and regiments;
velume II applies teo divisions and cerps. It was digtributed to
units ia 1949 in a very limited mumber of copiesi regiments amd
separate battaliens received ome, divisiens and higher units, two
copies. PU-48 is classified "Seoret", kept im safes in the secret

~ - deoument sectiens of the respective units, and may be issued te
' ogficers only upen signed receipt. It canmet be taken eut of the
office.

2 PU~48 is written in a very soncise style, amd yet, each volume
comsists of 300-400 pages., Officers are required to be theoroughly
familisr with t oy e given for %
purpese in 1950 50X1
This imstructien, however, is hampered by the strict security '
meagures applying te the handlimg of the mamual.
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_Géneral Remarks N - ) _ &
b, order to tinderstand correctly the real e importance of

the Soviet Armed Forces Field Manual - 1948 1t agggﬁd bé borne in
- @THA that World War II has caused a drastic revisign of ‘the basic
taectlcal ‘doctrines of the Soviet Army. The most lfportant changes
appear to be as follows:

. {(a) Defensive Battle: Prior to World War II Soviet tactical
dsetrine did not recognize defensive battle as an independent
tadtieal operation. The o0ld manuals elther completely dis-

- pegsarded this operation, or passed over 1t as a very exceptional
situation, limited from the tactical point of view by the
elements employed: manpower, time, and terrain. The army was
trained and indoctrinated for offensive tactics which were over-
emphasized. "Qffensive tactics are an old tradition in the
Riussian Army, at least with respect to instruction, although
the study of war history may prove to the contrary. The
traditional offensive tactics harmonized well with the
.aggréssiveness of the Soviet Regime and the Communist ideology,
not-only because they corresponded to the character of the -
1déology, but because the very concept of defense was con-
gidered a recognition of weakness. It was consildered dangerous
to give the armed masses of the populatién an officlal basis
for the belief that the Sovlet state might be weak enough tc
have to fight a defensive battle. Consequently, the offensive
doctrine dominated in the combat training of units as well as
in the military educatlon of individuals.

(1) The Soviet point of view on prisoners of war clearly
1llustrates this difference between the Sovliet conception
of warfare and that of other nations. Ag¢cording to Soviet
Army regulations, the term "surrender®™ does not exist.

No individual, therefore, has the right to stop fighting,
and no commander is authorized to issue such an order to
that effect, no matter how hopeless the combat situation 1s,
and how senseless 1t is to continue the fighting. Even
when his unit is surrounded and completely cut off, each
individual must fight until hie "last breath". A Soviet
Army man can only be taken prisoner if a severe wound mekes
him unconscious and thus not responsible. This regulation
has two results: '

8. After World War II several hundred thousand Soviet
prisoners of war were sent to forced labor camps and
resettled in Siberia becausme they c¢ould not prove that
they had been severely wounded or unconscious at the
time of thelr capture.

b. For the same reason, the USSR has never recognized the
international Geneva Convention in regard to priscners
of war., .

(2) Although the character of the Soviet Regime has not changed since
Wérid Wexr II., the disastrous experiences of the first period
of the war lnduced Soviet army leaders to accept the
possibllity of defensive battle, provide for 1ts definitionm,
give 1t a recognized place in the field manual, and regulate
its spplication. Thus, for the first time in the history of
the Soviet Army, the defensive battle has acquired 1its full
and legal place, (Other innovations concerning the
defensive battle will be mentioned in the aection dealing
with defensive tactical operations,)
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New Combat Formations. Based on the experlences of World War I,
the Civil War, and on the eventual development of armaments, the
Soviet Army field manuals (prior to World War II) were built around the
concept of mass use of infantry echeloned in depth, supported by
artillery and tanks. The combat formation of an infantry division
in attack or defense consisted of two or three echelons of
regiments placed one behind the other. In the first months of

WW II 1t was proved that the massed and depth formations of the
Soviet Army were quite inadequate for modern warfare. As the
artillery support was insufficlent and the air force unable to
neutralize enemy artillery and prevent aerlal attacks, the units
of the second and third echelons very often suffered more
casualties than the flrst echelon and were dilsorganized even
before they could be put into action. This experlence induced
the Soviet Supreme Command tc reconsider the adequacy of
echeloned formations and to adapt them to the requirements of a
modern warfare as ilmposed by the enemy. Late in 1942 the

Supreme Command ¢f the Scvlet Armed Forces l1lssued Directive
#00306 which abolished the archalec echeloned combat formations
and prescribed completely new formatlons which,until that time,
were qulte unknown in the Soviet Army. These new formations
tested during the later part of Werll War II proved thelr effectiveness,
and became part of Soviet batile tactlces. They are fully
recognized by now and have been taken as a basis for the "Soviet
Armed Forses Fleld Manual 1948". As specifled by this manual

the new combat formations are: the wedge (uglom vpered); the
inverted wedee (uglom nazad); staggered tc the right {ustupom
UPravo) ; staggered to the left (ustupom,vlevo); and the line
formation (v liniyu). /See Enclosure (

Artillery. More than ever before the PU-48 manual emphasizes

the Importance of artillery, which is glven the most distinguished
place in the armed branches. In the Russlan, and eventually in
the Soviet Army, artillery was ‘always a favoribte arm, but never

to such an extent as now. PU-48 places artlllery even above the
cherisged mechanized troops, and officlally calls it "Queen of
Battle”.

Tanke and Mechanized Forces. PU-U8 relegates tank units to a
lesser importance than before and at the bpeginning of Werld War TI.
But 1f tank units are assigned a more modest position among the
other armed forces, their importance is still stresmed, and they
are consldered capable of independently carrying out all tactical
asslgnments.

AA Artillery, PU~-48 mtresses the ilmportance of AAA, undoubtedly as
a consequence of the rapld development of the alr force. Thilm
applies to PVO and tactlcal AAA units as well, In combat, the
latter are now placed much closer to the front lines than before
(the small caliber AAA units, one km, and the medium caliber
units, two km behind the first infantry lines),

Air Force. PU-48 classifies the air force as & supporting arm.

The strateglc task of long range bombing 1s recognized, but no
emphasls, whatsoever, i1s placed upon it. TFollowing the pattern of Werld
Wer 1I, the main task of the alr force 1s tactlcal support of

‘ground forces 1n combat.

Alrborne Troops. The alrborne troops appear for the first time
in the Soviet fleld manual. The importance and tasks of these
troops are sufficlently emphasized to secure them an adequate
place among other arms.
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/(h)‘ The Encircling Battle., This operation was :gfjmentibned'in

Soviet f1eld manuals before PU-48. The experience gained during Werld
- Wer IT when several successful emcircling battles were fought -
- . 8%alifigrad was the first - resulted in an emtire chapter of the
' mew manual., The encirclement of. enemy forces is considered the
- hécessary final phase of any majer offensive which cannot be
fully exploited without such an operation,

v(i)“'Combat'in‘Populated Areas. This tao 1s a new feature of PU-48,

Regulations for this type of operation are based on numerous
s e¥periences in We:ld Wapr (1. The mdwual éaglesizes the lmportawce of
this tactical operation, gives rules for it and points to the
necessity of training personnel for close combat fighting.

 9rﬁé$10ns B -~

fé. The'Variéﬁs'fcrmationa used 1in combat are mot fixed and ‘must be
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applied aceording to the particular situation enmcountered. The main
ones are the following: /See fsslosure (a)/ - N

(a) Wedge Formation (Uglom Vpered)

For this formation one regiment is placed forward, and two ia
the Prear; to the left and right, thus forming a triangle

pointed at the émemy positioms. It is used mormally in an attack
on a strongly fortified position. fThe attack starts with the

Irontal engagement of the leading regiment, with the purpose of

- attracting enemy attention to the center and thus foreing him

... %o divert his troops from the flanks in order to reimforce the
- endangered center. As soon as the enemy flanks are exposed,

~.:the second line regiments attack both enemy flanks., 1In the

- final stage such an attack leads to the encirclement of eneny
. forces and their complete annihilation. ,

. Imverted Wedge Formation (Ugzlom Nazad)

his is a reversed wedge formation, with two regiments in froat
“and one in the rear, making thus a triangle with its base
* . toward the ememy. This formation is used normally in an attask
©on an enemy poslition whem its center is strongly fortified,
' The two first line regiments start an attack on both enemy
. flanks, forcing him to divert his forces from the center in
. -order to reinforce the endangeréd flanks. When he does this,
the centrally located second line regiment attacks the ememy
‘.eenter, Such an attack leads to the breakthrough of the ememy
position; his forces are cut into two meparate groups with no
déntralized command. In the last phase the attacking forces
appear in the enemy's rear and encircle the two separated
enemy groups.

(e) Staggered to the Right Formation (Ustupom Vpravo)

Id) ,Staggerédvto the Left Formation (Uutupbm”V;evo)

‘For these formatlons all three regiments are deployed imn such

& way that every succeeding regiment is behind and to the-right,
- ~or to the left, of the preceeding ome. These formations are used
_ 4n the attack on ememy flanks (no further imformation available).

;(g)f Line Formation (V liniyu)

~In this formation all three regiments are limed up parallel to
‘the ememy front. There is no second echelom inr this formationm.

1% is frequently used for an attack on an unfortified enemy
position, against an inferior enemy, against an ememy who is
-umprepared for defense, or moving into position at the time of

- %he ‘attack, against demoralized enemy, an eneny 1in retreat, and
‘always in the pursuit of the defeated enemy.
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6. It’ihgﬂld """ be borre in mind, the manual states, that the above
: méntiOned‘combat'fprmations are 1n no ces# standard patterns to be
used blindly regardless of the actual tactical situation. In the
- development of modern combat there may appear many unforegeen phases
for which no rules can be given in advance. Therefore sound ‘
Judgeiment, the correct understanding of the tactical situation, and
the ifditiative of commanders are most important elements of victory.
8inc¢é troops in combat are commanded and deployed by officers, the
outcome depends greatly on the abillity of officers. Combat formetions
are consldered basic concepts and must be used whenever appropriate.
Since the‘enemy and his intentions represent ‘an important tactical
element, however, no decision on the combat formation can be made
unless there 1s sufficlent information on the enemy forces, their
defénse positions, strength, order of battle, and presumed intentions.
This important information can be obtained only when all commanders
concerned correctly understand the importance of the recomnaissance
and lntelligence services and use them properly. Well organized
reconnalssance services are the "ears and eyes" of a commander. On
the other hand, since the best decision taken by a c¢ommander is of
no value unless transmitted in due time to all his subordinates
down to the last soldier who is to carry 1t out, it is the respon-
81bllity of commanders to orﬁanize an adequate signal and liasison
gervice and to maintain i1t 24 hours a day, regardless of combat
conditlions. It must always be remembered that "liaison is the nerve
system of the army".

" T. PU-48 also states that 1t is the duty of commanders to initiate,
encourage and dévelop constructive initiative of noncommlssloned
officers and soldiers. Left to himself in difficult combat condi-
tione, each individual noncommissioned officer and soldier must be
able to evaluate correctly the situation and decide what is the best
action for his unit as & whole. It i1e the sacred duty of every
soldlier and noncommissioned officer to strive forward, disregarding
all dangers and difficulties, and to use his firearm, hand grenade
and bayonet to attack the enemy in order to open the way for the
advance of his unit. :

Arms and Servines

8. The USSR Armed Foroes are composed of the following arms and services:
infantry, artillery, air force, tank and mechanized units, combat
englneers, airhexse troops, nevy, and rear services.

nfantr

9. The infentry is the principal arm of the ground forces which is
qualified to perform independently any tactioal assignment. It is
the only arm able to conduct close combat, and to take and hold en

. enemy poaltion. Since it . pospesses a high degres of flexibility and
maneuverabllity, the infantry is easily able to regroup in combat, to
‘use various formations and to conduct all tactical assignhments:
attack, defense, combat in the enemy rear zone, combat to break an
encirolement, combat in a forest zone, combat in the mountains, and
combat in populated areas, Provided with powerful modern weappns
and equipment, the infantry can engage and succesafully conduct &
fight against any and all enemy arms. All the other arms are .
supporting arms and therefore-attached to the infantry. .Under normal
conditions the senior infantry commander is in charge of the tactical -
task to be performed and all other units such as artillery, tanks,
air force, which may be needed to accomplish the task, are attached
to the infantry unit and subordlnate 60 1ts commander,
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Artillery

10. Theé &rtillery represénts the striking power of the ground forces.
Possessing an enormous fire power and the capaclty to destroy, the
aptillery ¢an independently perform various tactical assignments. o
It ecan destroy enemy fortifications, concrete, wooden and earth ﬁ*,
pill-boxes; 1t is able to oppose and destroy enemy tanks, to open
passages Iin the enemy barbed wire system or in a mine field.

Bndowed with flexibllity and maneuverabillty, the artillery can give
fire support to the advancing units 1n all phases of an attack.

It 1s the responsibillity of artillery to neutralize by 1ts fire the
enémy gun emplacements, to destroy the enemy manpower, as well aB to
keép down the enemy emplacements which may reopen fire during the
later stages of the advancing attack. It takes upon itself the

fight against the enemy tanks and repulses the counter-attacks
launched by the enemy.

11. With its long range fire, the artillery can take under fire the
ehemy rear zone and destroy emmunition dumps, warehouses, bridges,
raillroad facillties, command posts and other targets located deep
behind the enemy positions. In combat, as a rule, the artillery
units within a division are organized into"divisional artillery
groups” (divizionnyye artillerlyskiy gruppy - DAG); in regiments
they form “"regimental artillery groups"(PAG), and in battallons,
"battalion. artillery groups” (BAG). In larger strateglc units, the
artillery is organized into corps and army artillery groups. Each
group is assigned a commander, who is normally the senior artillery
officer within such a group, and who 1s referred toc as group
commander. Depending on the tasks assigned, the regimental and
battalion artlllery groups are called either "infantry support

roups” (podderzhkl pekhoty - PP) or "infantry close support groups®
‘Heposredstvennoy podderzhkl pekhoty - NPP). The latter are
normally organized in the zone of the main effort.

12, On the basis of fire power, end for the particular mission which 18
to be sccomplished, the ground force artillery 1s divided into a
series of ground target artillery groups and AA artlllery. Groups
are as follows: the battalion, regimental, divisional, corps, army,
and heavy artillery groups (artillerya bol!'shoy moshchnostl - BM),
as well as the artillery groups &t the disposal of the Supreme
Command (Rezervs Glavnogo Komandovaniya)., Provided with multipliolty
of calibers, variety of guns and ammunition whioh characterize
modern artillery, artillery unite ocan partioipate in combat under
any terrain conditions. Thanks to its valuable charscteristlics and
because it has & splendid record of achievements in combat, artillery
enjoys the highest respect among the other arms as well as their
undivided sympathy. It is with full Justification that in the Soviet
Army, artillery is oconsidered and referred to as the fQueen of Bastle",

Ant;-g;rorgrt Artillery

13, AAA is a spoocilal type of artillery which provides cover agaeinst
enemy air attacks. Acocording to the assigned tasks the anti-
siroraft ertillery is divided into: Army . Antlalravefty - Artillery
and Territorial Air Defense & .i:lairarart ARSLllery (Zenitnays
Artilleriys Territorii PVO Strany). In combat the asrps and
division AAA is organized into AA sub-groups: ooOrps AA sube-groups,
and divisional AA sub=groups (korpuenaya i divieionnaya zenitnaya
artilleriyskaya podgruppe - KZAP and DZAP). These groups are '
composed of organic AAA units of the respective corps and divisions,
and have the tactical task of providing the . antlairoraft defense
~for all corps and divisional units in any tactioal situations,
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The ABA units belonging #o an army are organlzed into army AAA sub-
gfoup§f(Armeyskiye Zenitnyye Artilleriyskiye Podgruppy - AZAP) and
have 'the task of antl-aircraft protection of the army headquarters,
storage areas, bridges, railroad facilities, etc located in the

rear zone. Each AAA group 1s assigned a commander who is normally
the senior officer within this group. The plan of AAA defense within
a’'division is prepared by the commandér of divisional artillery; in
corps and armies these plans are prepared by the respedtive deputy
commandens .arttilery fop AA ‘defende. Xn ctmbat" the AAA™usits :
‘probeovang o trem enety air attack ‘thke post.tions asi reliows:

(a) Small caliber AAA (Malokalibernaya Zenitnaya Artilleriya - MZA) -
one thousand m behind the first infantry line., -

(b) Medium caliber AAA (Srednekalibernays Zenitnaya Artilleriya - SZA) -
‘ ~ two thousand m behind the first enemy line.

At a river crossing the small caliber AAA units take positions right
on the river's bank and constitute the forward zone of troop air
defense. These AAA units cross the river together with troops
assigned to the bridgehead and give them constant protection against
enemy alr attacks. At the same time the medium caliber AAA units
organize the second zone of tactical alr defense, taking positions two
to three km behind the river in order To protect the concentration of
troops assigned for the river crossing. These artillery units are
responslble for the air defense of crossing polnts and bridges until
the entire operation of river crogsing is completed.

Alr Force

14, The Air Force is the arm which gives aerial support to the ground
‘ forces in combat. Its characteristics are high speed, excellent
maneuverabllity, and a large radius of action. The Air Force is able
to conduct aerlal bombardments of enemy troop concentrations,
fortifications, and various communication targets in the enemy rear
zone. The Alr Force is also able to fight the enemy air force in the
alr., According to its tactical tasks the entire Air Force is broken
down into the following basic roups: strategic aviation (dal'nego
deystviye), tactical aviation bllzhnego deystviya), combat support
aviation, and diving aviation. The Air Force 1s able to perform its
strategic and tactical tasks either independently, or in cooperation
with the ground forces. In the latter case it is ustally attached

to the ground force unit with which it cooperates and subordinate to
the respective ground force unit commander. The strength of the Air
Force lies in its mass attack and destructive power, The ,largest
Alr Force tactical unit is an air army (Vozdushnaya Armiya).

Zanks

15. Tank units represent the shock and fire power of the ground forces.
They have a high degree of maneuverability on the battlefield
combined with large fire power and considerable radius of action.
Tanks can carry out a variety of offensive and defensive tactical
assignments in cooperation with other arms and, under favorable
condltions, even independently. Destrusction of enemy manpower and
fortifications are the main tasks of tank units. Due to their
abllity to oroms trenches, climb gteep grades, and ford rivers, - tanks
can be used on any terrain and under any olimatic conditions.

Thelr main tasks are as follows: ) )
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(a) THe most vdlusble use of tank units is, in the exploitation of

: the breakthrough, to carry the combat into the depth of the
enémy's defense positions. Their task in such cases 1s to get
into the enemy rear zone as soon as possible 1n order to neutralize
remaining centers of resistance, destroy communilcations and ’
BUPply facllities, at the same time avolding any serious engage-
ment with enemy forces which may delay the advance of the tanks.
Tank units cannot be assigned the task of taking over and holding
enemy positlons and areas. -

(b) Taik units can be used successfully only in a mass attack.

‘ Distributing tank forces and attaching them to the attacking
columns 1s to be considered an excepticnal case and should be
regprtéed to only to repel a counterattack. Used independently,
without infantry support, tanks cannot achleve & breakthrough
of enemy positions. Therefore large tank units must normally be
used in thé direction of the main effort, and not before the
enemy reslstance system has been shaken. Their task is not the
-bredkthrough, but its exploitation. A tank division is the
largest tactical tank unit. ‘

‘Mechani;eq Troogs

16.‘

17.

Mechanlzed troops are composed of motorized infantry and all other
fully mechanized: arms attached in suffiecient strength to the motorized
infantry (the backbone of any mechanized unit). Possessing a high
degreé¢ of maneuverabllity, the mechanized units are able to indepen-
dently perform all tactical assignments. Mechanized units can cover
100-120 km in a day, which gives them a great advantage over the
infantry.

In combat, mechanized units are held in the second echelon, and are
not put in action before the infantry takes over the first lines of
enemy positions. In general, their task 1s the exploltation of a
successful attack. When they reach the line of enemy regimental
reserves, mechanlzed units have completed the first phase of tactlcal
exploitation. The following phase is penetration through the second
zone of defense and destruction of enemy dlvisional reserve groups.

- The largest mechanized unit is a mechanized army.

Qombat Eng;neers

18.

19.

The task of the engineer units is to assist the ground forces by
clearing the way for their advance in an attack on enemy positions,
for a breakthrough, for combat in the fortified zone, and the
protection of ground forces in defensive operations.

Conditions of modern warfare, characterized as they are by mass use
of technlcal equipment, provide ample opportunity for the use of
engineer units in combat. These units have therefore an important
position among other arms and are assigned the following tasks:

(a) Opening of passages through a fortified defense zone for
- - 1nfantry, tanks and artillery in an attack. .This requires
solld tralning and technical skill. '

(v) Preparations for river-crossings and other operations
- . requlring construction of technical facilitiles to overcome
obstacles. ,

(c) Organization of defense positions, with the application of all
. . %technical means to render them impregnable.
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Alrbornpe Troops =

20.

Airbbrne”frdops'represent & new arm which 18 assigned the task of
éémbat 1nh the enemy rear. The alrborne units are transported to the
zorie 6 action by planes or gliders. Once landed or parédchuted, they

- Inhedlately expand the area of control, perform the asisigned tasks,

el.

Rear

ard - organize defense positions in order to hold the captured area .
until reinforcements arrive. The warfare of alrborne troops is
characterized by many unusual and changeable tactlcal situations
which ecannot be foreseen. Thelr units are usually fighting in
énclirélemeént, very often in forests and populated localltles; they
have to force river crossings amnd to overcome various other obstacles.

QH' thie requires 2 solid training, initiative,snd skill in minf the
imited technlcal equipment and weapons that can be taken on a f.ightgox1

50X1

‘note: \ | the Navy is a

separate armed branch, independent of the army and with lts own )
ministrg,J |a chapter entitled "Navy" is included gy,
in PU-48./ ' .

Naval units independently perform various operations on the high sea
28 well as ashore (landing operations, naval infantry, etec). Their
main task 1ls defense of Soviet seas. In additilon, naval units perform
the followlng tabks: o ' -

(a) 1In cocperatlion with the ground forces, the navy participates in.
- landing operations of troops. As naval unlits have a high degree
of maneuverabllity and speed they take upon themselves the task
of attacking and destroylng enemy naval unlits on the high sea,
and vesdsels and naval installations in enemy ports and harbors.

(v} To protect Soviet territory, the navy has the task of inter-
cepting approachling enemy vessels on the high sea and destroying
them prior to their landing or shelling the shores.

§gpvices of the Soviet Army

22.

The { tagk of the rear services is to provide for, and to ensure, an
uninterrupted flow of all necessary supplies from the rear zone tc the
fighting units. They provide clothing, food, medical supplies, and
finance. Unless provided with sufficlent supplies the line units are
unable to perform the assigned tactical tasks.

[Ehterrogator's note: Artillery, engineer, automoblle and POL
supplles 1n the Soviet Army, although actually parts of the rear
services, are protected by the sectlons to which they are attached./

Duties and Responsibilities of Commenders and Staff Personnel

23,

All the commanders and staff personnel, PU-48 states, must organize
and coordinate thelr activities in such a way that they can function
88 a team for the achlevement of the common goal, le, viecSory. 1In
this respect, constant c¢close cooperation and maintenance of communi-
catlons among the indlviduals concerned is the best guarantee of
success. It 1s the task of the commanding officer to train his staff
personnel and to famliliarize them with thelr tasks in wartime. Any
decislon taken by the commanding officers must be communicated in
proper time to the chief of staff, who must immediately inform the
personnel of his staff to prepare the necessary orders and transmit
ghi? to the respective units. 1In detall the functions axe us
ollows:
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(a) Comnanding officer. The commanding officer of & unit has
0 uAdivided authority over his entirfe personnél. This authority
18 vested In Aim by military Jurisdictlon; consequently, every
diraest order of the CO 1s at the Bamé tire an order of the.
PFatherland”, Thé CO 18 also réesponsible for the combat-
‘Peadiness of his unit, and through his staff personnel directs
his unit in combat, &sslgning tasks and targets, directing
movements and dislocation of the entire unit or parts thereof.
It is thé sacred . duty of the CO in eany situation t0o serve .28 an
éxample to hls subordinates, showlng endurance, combat disc¢cipline
. and self-sacrifice in the performance of the assigned tasks. The
CO §8 directly respomsible for the individual and collectilve
actions of his subordinates; for maintenance of weapons and
équipment, and for training of the persomnel under him. Im .
combat, keeping always in mind the task assigned to his unit and
the actual tactical situation, the CO has the right, and duty,
to make decisions and to carry them through. The CO 1is
responsible for his actions solely to his immediate superior.

(b) Chief of staff. The chief of staff (executlve officer in
regiments and battalions) is the first deputy of the CO, ard as
such, he takes upon himself the responsibillity for combat in the
CO's absence. Through his staff personnel, the chlef of mtaff
enforces the decisions of the CO, putting them into the form of
wrltten orders, and then transmitting them to the units and
Individuals concerned. It 18 a direct responsibllity of the
chief of staff to see to 1t that all directives and orders of the
0O are strictly executed, and within the proper time. The chief
of staff must be thoroughly familiar with the battle situation
at all times and be able to brief-his CO, as well as make
suggestions for further dispositions and decisions required by
the changing battle situation. The chief of staff 1s the only
person in the unit who has the authority to issue orders aad
directives in the name-of the CO. Such orders &are signed,
"By Order of the Commanding Officer, Chilef of Starff" %ﬁia name
and rank).

(¢) Chief of operations (Nachal'nik Operativnogo Otdela). The

. chief of operations is the immediate aspsistant to the chilef of
staff and his first deputy. In compliance with instructionms
received from the chief of staff, the chlef of operatlons
prepares all battle orders; putting the verbal decisions and
directives of the CO into proper written form. It is his
responsiblility to see that the orders given by the CO are

- strictly compllied with and properly carried out. The chief of

operations reports directly to the chlef of staff and makes
suggestions pertalning to the field of operations., In peace-
time the chlef of operatlons is responsible for the combat
training and ‘gombat readiness of the unit, and in this respect
exercises supervision over all subordinate units.

(4) Reconnaissance officer (Nachal'nik Razvedyvatel'nogo Otdela).
The RO 1s the aseistant of the chlef of staff for reconnailssance.
Hls responslbllity is to maintain constant ccmmunication with
subordinate units and to be familiar at any time with the combat
sltuation. The RO immedlately reports all changes affecting the
combat situation to the CO and makes suggestions to couwnteract
enemy moves. He also malntalins the operatlon reconnalssanée map
complled from information recelved through reconnalssamce serxrvice
which he organlzes. He carefully studies enemy moves, tryimg to
anticipate and to offset enemy plans. He prepares and trasnsmits
to subordinate units dally reconnailssance bulletins which contain
all new information on the enemy, as reported by the reconnaissance
servlice. AS a rule; in combat the RO-is close to the CO and
belongs to the forward echelon of the unit!s headguarters.
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(e) Comminication 8fficer. The communication ®ffjicer is the
assistant of the chief of staff for communingtions. His
Pesponsibllity is to organize and to malhtain wire, radio 4fid
other meanas of communicatioams with subordinate and neighboring
unltse. - He prepares a c¢hart of the organizetion of the communica-
tion service within his unit, assigns code-names for units and
Individual officers, determines the length of waveéR and
eméergency waves, and the periods of wave shifts. He is
résponsible for the organization of a wire-tapping service to
insure.: security in telephone conversations, and checks radio
service., The communications officer is persomally responslible

. for a permanent and uninterrputed communications network. between
.the commanding officer and hls subordinate units. He es#iste the
‘chief of staff in the preparation of battle orders insofar as
they pertain to the organization of the communication service.

(f£) Artillery commander. The artillery commander is deputy

.- commanding officer for artillery. The artillery commander's
staff serves as command organ for all artillery units. The
artillery staff is composed cof the chief of staff (executive
officer), two operations officers, the reconnaissance officer,
and a communications officer; all these persons are assistants
to the chlef of staff. On the basis of directives received from
the artillery commander, the artillery staff prepares battle
orders for the artillery units, détermining their tasks, fire
plans, plan of displacement of artillery positions in sombat
and plan of artillery support fire in various phases of battle.
The artillery staff 1s an executlve orgam, and at the same time
& controlling organ of the commanding officer and the artillery
commander, respectively, which supervises artillery units with
respect to fulfillment of assigned tasks. The place &f the
artillery commander is with the commanding officer in the
forward echelon of the unit'e headquarters. Usually one other
artlllery officer from the artillery staf? is attached to this
forward echelon. - )

Iypes of Battle
24, In PU-48 the various types of battles are catalogued as follows:

(a) oOffensive battles. Offensive battle is the normal type of

" combat. Success of an offensive battle depends very much on the
-synchronized cooperatiom between all participating arms and
brenches, on adequate leadership, thorough preparation of
necessary means and equipment, solid training of personnel, and
properly organized intelligence and recornnaissance services,
The mission given to units participating im an offensive battle
.must be simple, clear and definite. A successful offensive
‘battle must lead to the encirclement of the enemy, complete
ennlhilatlion, and the gaining of the enemy's rear zone for the
further exploitation of victory. A successful offensive battle .
presupposes superlority of Soviet forces over the enemy in ome,
or several, tactical elements: manpowér, equipment, terrain,
time or morale. Offensive battle 13 used to break through the
enemy's defensive positions protecting their retreating forces
against an inferior enemy, and always when there is an
opportunity,to destroy the enemy completely. Having accepted
rather reluctantly the conception of defensive battle, the
PU-48 emphasizes that the offensive battle is the normal type
of combat. Emphasis 1s now placed on this point in all Soviet
Army instructions, and is also stressed in maneuvers and -during
all high command inspections in Germany.
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Défensive battle. A defensive batile 18 resorted to when time
18 nesded 61 regrouping Soviet forces, or to sllow unhampered
doncentration 1f the enemy forces eare conglderably ptronger;
alao when there '1s a need to complete Soviet forces with
Peplacémenits, equipment, emmunition end other supplies; or in
order to attrict enemy attentlon and strength to one seetor,
whenh an offensive is contemplated in another, Whatever the
immedféite purpose of a défensive ° satille, maybe At should be
borne in mind that this type of combat™1s alWays of a temporary
chara¢te¢ and cannot bring about decislve results. BEvery '

‘défensive battle should become an offensive battle when the
ymoment is favorable and thus lead to the destruction of the
;enemy forces. ‘

.Encifcling battle. The basic aim of the encircling battle,

which is the normal continuation of a successful offensive
battle, is to keep enemy forces tightly surrounded and to
prevent all attempts at help from the outside, or breaking out

.from the inside. The encircling battle may be used elther to

surround the enemy forces in order to annihilate tim;, or to
hold the enemy in encirclement and force them to capitulate by
preventing the arrival either of reinforcements and ground or
aerial supplies. In the latter case, the forces not required
for contalning the encircled enemy are used to explolt the
battle in the enemy rear zone. A predomineant role in the

.encircling battle is assigned the artillery which holds the

enemy under constant or periodical fire and brings destruction
and disorganization into his ranks.

Combat in populated areas. Combat in populated areas may be part
of an offensive or a defensive battle, It is characterized by
the close proximity of the contending forces, and individual
close combat fighting., One of the most important problems, and
one ipen Which %he success of such combat depends to a great
exténg} ie the organization of command in the individual small
units which are often left unsupported and dependent upon the
iniflative of thelr immediate commanders. Intessive training,
experiénee, and initlative of lower commenders, including
platoon and section leaders, are prerequisites, and the best
guarantee for successful combat im populated aress. Leadership
is more important in this type of battle because the combat 1s
full of unexpected turns; these sudden enemy moves require
immediate and energetic countermeasures, and there is no time
to ask for instryctions. Very often combat in a populated
center takes the form of a series of fights in enciroclement;

in these circumstances, every bullding or block of houses,
representsa fortress. Under such conditions the combat becomes
decentralized and depende almost entlrely upon the experienoce,
bravery, endurance, and initiative of the individval. The

ffgypes of battle described ahove do not represent anything

érmanent and unchangeable. The very definitions.provided by
this manuai should not be Interpreted in a stiff and inflexible
way, PU-48.states; on the contrary, the offensive battle may
temporarily become a defenslve one, or vice versa. Both
battles may take the form of an encircling battle, or of a
battle in the encirclement, etec. Under such variable dopditions,
therefore, every commender must use his own Judgment, experlence
and initlative to evaluate properly all changes in the existing
situation, and to take the necessary steps needed to aghleve

the final goal, regardless of the type of combat required.

1Attack and.pefense.

25. The rifle division 1s the highest tactical unit; rifle corps is the
. lowest strategic (operativmaya) unit. :
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26. PU-48 s:l.ves the following instructions for the attack:

(8 gige tnits are assigned attack zomes (polasa mnwplcniya) as
‘ 0llows: . :

(1) Ritle corps up to 12 m.;

{2) 'Riﬂe diviaiona up to six lom.
(3). “m.ﬂe regiumts up to three lm,
(4) 3R:L't1a ‘ba,t’ea.lions uwp %o 1% Im.

B) Ifi'e ;bré ‘& division is assigned a zone of two to four !l«.
S THAUPLTA% d‘b:}ea ive of the divisionr, in this ocase, is the zone of
L ey afy groups; the sesond objective, the zone of eremy
e rcshml*btl *ranvap. :

(o) m ﬂm »d:llpmﬂ f of troops for sn attack, mecharized div:ll:l.on
0 are plaoed Asm-second echelon, with the task of taking the lesd:’
o .!‘Nﬂ the rifls divisions as scon as the first en: lines are
broken. Meohsniged divisions have to oarry the battle into the
depth of memy jia‘litiann.

(a) Every unit regu*dlen of its sin, must have a reserve in Ord.r‘

.. %o mmc&u possidle enemy moves and for the reinforcement
during the attack, Normally reserves 4o not exsceed one third o:
the. mi’e's ﬂrmﬁh and are of the following. nize:

3 13 mlo m.ﬂlioa reserve -- one regiment
"(2) mno Msﬁ.mnt reserve ~=- one battalion
‘(3) Rifle ‘huul:.oa reserve -- one company
‘ (&) Rl.ﬂo Mwm Teserve ~- one platoon.

’(‘,.03 ‘J.'hp blﬁtlﬁ dunoution of a rifle divipion in atteck 1s dotcn!.ud :
7 py the divisional cormending officer; his decision is dased em |
the task assigned to the division and on his evaluation of all "
taetical elsments influeneing the battle situation., /Deple Lo

of a reinforced rifle Mvuion in attack on a fortified pos tion..
is pr‘nntod. in Enclesure (B), en an overlay of Central :
lurepo& 1 30.000. Sheet RS, Pirst mum - 1, G3a8 o MIB

27. . m«-#& ﬂ.mludcn the following instrustions oa doruna ‘
| (a) Rifle oo uzd rifle divisions are assigned defense mones :

{p olou o o ) as ronown rifles corps are assigned doroan ‘
2 uul vm Q armxn t\z %0 20-2% km, »ifle divisions
ents

12-15 ) rifle are assigned defexse uotorl“fuehnnk :
ubom) %o #ix o, and rifle battalions wp %o three Im. ‘
(b} Every organised defense ia modern warfare must be oriemted im -
such & way aa %o hc prapared to wishatand any u\d 2ll of the
rollom attacks
(1) Atuekl Arom my direction.
(2) 'mk ﬂﬁmg
.‘ (3 nm:' ‘,iimh. ,

- ‘.(7: ‘m Mﬁnom man vy pa.ughm 1uu.u forcen.
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(e) The resporaibllity for organization of defense rests with the
1 prespective commanding offlcer. '
(4) The défense position of a rifle division 1s composed of two
defense zomes (oboronitel'nykh polos): ‘
(1) A fIrst defense zone with a high densify of machime gua fire,
: AT artillery placed on the flamnks and Joints, and switeh
aptillery positions (oteechnykh artillerliyskikh positsiy)
. composed of groups of divisional-towed and self-propelled
i .aptillery. In exceptional cases. 8 buried in the ;roum%ox1
can be used as artillery pleces. |_ note: s
According to Soviet tactics, the IAfantry which holds the
first defense lines must stop attecking enemy's infantry;
it does not, however, have to stop enemy tanks, which are
permlitted to pierce the first defense infantry lihes so that
they can be destroyed by the artillery on switch positions./

(2) A second defense zome éomposed of two or three lines of
infantry trenches, barbed wire entanglements, mine-fields
and AT trenches. '

(3) The depth between the first ard the second defense zone
for a division is about 10-12 km. Two rifle regiments are
normelly located in the first, and ome rifle regiment,
representing the divisional reserve, in the second zcne.

(e) A successful defense depepds congiderably on fortification of

‘ positions, proper organization of a centralized command leader-
ship, developed recomnaissance network, and the combat readiness -
of all fire-arms. »

28, The PU-48 manual glves the following detalls in regard to situmatiom
maps: ,

(a)  Regardless of his rank and position, every commander must malntain
a sltuation map. \ , e

(b) Order of battle information om such maps : . made 1n the
following way. ,
(1) All enemy units are presented in blue; Soviet umits, except
. artillery and CW units, ir red; black 1s used for the Soviet
artillery wmits. CW units are-marked in black with a
yellow frame or yellow hatches. All writings on the map .
are done from left to right, -

(e) _In addition to working maps, rererénco maps (otchétnaya karta)
“have to be maintaimed in every headquarters. On these maps all
changes occurring in the battle situation are recorded.

(4) Maps containing information on the order of battle are classifled
geeret; they must be registered and handled as any other secret
military document. T

-end-
 BNCLOSHRE. - éA;; Sketon Stowlne Pii=4% Combat Formatiems With Legend

BY. Oveilay Map of Cemtral Hureps, 13 100,060, Sheet RS, First Eaitiom = AMS
1, GIGS o 4416 (AMS M 641), an which is shewn the depleymeni =f a rein-

@

fepoed viile Aiviglen in attask em a fertified pesities,
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%‘ ‘nd . et PR ot - "o
1, 2,%3, "Ianfantry Peglhments , -
4, REgimental Artillery Ggoup;mésgthmkrb Regiment
. Regimefitdl Artillery Group, 128 Art Regimeat
g: 17th Heavy Tank and Sell-propelled Regiment
I 932nd Separate AAR Battalion” ,
. Divisiohal Artillery Group, 39th Fleld Art Br_i;sa.de
9. 64%h Separate AT Battallon :
10. Signal battallon
I11. 498th gérp:rgﬁl\ngegigent
12. th Gda Rifle Division
l'g. ggth Gds8 Rifle Div, 28th Gds Rifle Corps and 31st @ds Rifle Div,
. 38 Shen biisen
4, 8t Meoz Division o
% . Field art maintemance shop snd field awtomotive maintenanse shop
16. Rear services ,
IZ. First objective
18, Second obJective
19. Enemy art battalionm, 105 mm
go. gnomv_grtkblttulion, 155 mm
+ BEne anks
a%. ‘nn|=g infantry wp to regimental strength
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